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Per ': d SHORTENE D STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY « SET TO EXPIRE , MO,TH ( S, FROM 
THE EMAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION m*M 

* earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status - 
m Responsive to communications) filed on ?9 January 2003 . 

. C1MA , 2bO This action is non-final. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) |£J Claim(s) 1^36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requ.rement. 
Application Papers 

Q\n The sDecification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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1 1 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on ». a)U approvea ,lj 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in rep.y to this Office action. 
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Election/Restrictions 



1 . Upon further reviewing the previous election restriction that mailed on 09/24/2002, it is 
found that claim 36 is a more comprehensive claim and should be examiner with any group of 
groups I, II, III or IV therefore, a new election/restriction is made in this action wherein claim 36 
as a linking claim will be examined with any selected group. 



I. Claims 1-5 drawn to a method of needling fabric, classified in class 28, subclass 



II. Claims 6-13, drawn to a method of washing fabric, classified in class 5 1 0, 
subclass 276. 

III. Claims 14-21, drawn to a method of coating fabric, classified in class 106, 
subclass various. 

IV. Claims 22-35, drawn to a method for treating fabric with a solution, classified in 
class 8, subclass 115.51. 

2. Inventions I and II, III or IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are unrelated and have different modes of operation and different functions 
such as method for needling fabric as claimed in claims 1-5 and 36 (Group I) and methods for 
preparing a moisture barrier fabric by applying a treating compositions as claimed in claims 6-13 
(Group II), 14-21 (Group II) and claims 22-35 (Group III). 



1. 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 



107+. 
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3 Inventions II and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are related to the method of washing fabric using a composition comprising detergent 
and sodium carbonate as claimed in claims 6-13 (Group II) and method of coating fabric using a 
composition comprising acrylic and polyurethane polymers as claimed in claims 14-21 (Group 
III). 

4. Inventions II and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are related to the method of washing fabric using a composition comprising detergent 
and sodium carbonate as claimed in claims 6-13 (Group II) and method of treating fabric using a 
composition comprising stainblocker, wetting agent and fluorochemical compound as claimed in 
claims 22-35 (Group IV). 

5. Inventions III and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are related to the method of coating fabric using a composition comprising acrylic and 
polyurethane polymers as claimed in claims 14-21 (Group III) and method of treating fabric 
using a composition comprising stainblocker, wetting agent and fluorochemical compound as 
claimed in claims 22-35 (Group IV). 
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6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. A telephone call was made to Kristin Johnson April 29, 2003 to request an oral election 
to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eisa B Elhilo whose telephone number is (703) 305-0217. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F (7:30-5:00) with alternate Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (703) 308-4708. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9310 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-066 1 . 

i 
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